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some sixty years. My purpose now Is to state problems rather
than to provide solutions- it is difficult, however, to, state
problems effectively without illustrating them, ,and possible
solutions afford convenient illustrations. But it is the problems
rather than the solutions that I ask you to consider. Let me
then illustrate how international supervision over colonial
relations might work.

Presumably an Allied victory will lead to a reconstitution of
the League of Nations along new lines, with a special branch for
colonial relations and a regional committee for each major area.
I suggest that each political unit should submit annually to the
appropriate regional committee a report on the measures adopted^
and progress achieved in respect of individual, social and political
welfare. That may seem a small matter. But it is, I think, all that
is immediately practicable, and I wish to show that no more is
immediately necessary. The regional committee would exercise
a moral authority superior to that of particular colonial powers,
resting on a moral principle superior to particular economic
interests. The submission of annual reports "would confirm
colonial powers in their professions of good will, encourage
mutual emulation between them in well-doing, assist them in
restraining anti-social economic forces, and tend to allay national-
ist suspicions as to their good faith. But its most important
function would be to serve as a school of comparative tropical
economy, where all could learn from the achievements and
mistakes of others. Science is nothing if not disinterested;
but in colonial relations we believe what it suits us to believe
and prove what we want to prove. The regional committee
might in some degree transfer colonial relations to the realm of
science; it would help us to find out what we ought to do and,
until we know that, we may always, with the best intentions, do
more harm than good.

8. Individual and Social Welfare. Next to indifference, weak-
ness of good will, it is the lack of knowledge that hinders the
promotion of individual and social welfare in the tropics; we
do not know what to do, or how to "do it, or how best to provide